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however, denied that a rheumatic pleurisy may involve the lungs, and perhaps 
bronchial tubes also, after it has existed for some time. Hence it is important 
to distinguish the two forms early. In the later stages of both, thoracentesis 
may be necessary. M. M6hu, chief pharmacien at the Hospital Necker, has 
shown that when a pleuritic effusion is found to be rich in chlorides, and other 
mineral salts, it seldom recurs after tapping; whilst those which leave little 
saline residue when evaporated to dryness, are not only reproduced, but com¬ 
monly end fatally. 

It is rare, however, for a pleurisy of rheumatic origin to need paracentesis. 
M. Lasfegue says that once, when in doubt as to the nature of a paraplegia 
with acute spinal pains, and pains round the loins, the supervention of a pleurisy 
of this sort enabled him to diagnose rheumatic meningitis of the cord, and to 
give a hopeful prognosis which was fully justified by the event.— London Med. 
Record, Nov. 15, 1875. 

26. Treatment of Acute Sthenic Pneumonia with Veratrum. —The course 

of pneumonia appears to be as little influenced by veratrum as by other 
drugs. In sixty cases treated partly with tincture of veratrum album, and 
partly with that of veratrum viride, in Prof. Duchek’s wards at Vienna, Dr. 
Th. Sidlo has arrived at the following results : 1. In the majority of the cases 

there was either a temporary ora permanent reduction of the temperature, and 
of the frequency of the pulse, but in the remainder the veratrum had not the 
slightest appreciable influence. 2. The effect on the fever, whatever its degree, 
was not attended by any corresponding reduction of the normal duration of the 
febrile process, nor was the typical character of primary lobar pneumonia 
obliterated by the treatment ; on the contrary, it became more clearly pro¬ 
nounced during it. 3. Minor variations in the febrile symptoms were proved 
to depend not on the action of the veratrum, but on the character and amount 
of the inflammatory process in the lungs. Over the latter the drug exerted no 
action whatever ; it increased, diminished, and terminated, to all appearance 
just as if nothing had been given. 4. It was found that vomiting, collapse, 
and other unpleasant effects more .often followed the use of veratrum album 
than of veratrum viride, but in neither case did they appear to modify either 
the fever or the physical condition of the inflamed lungs.— Med. Times and 
Gaz., Sept. 25, 1875, from Deutsches Archiv fur Klin. Med. 

27. Can Tubercular Matter or the Flesh of Tuberculous Animals commu¬ 
nicate or excite Tubercular Disease if taken as Food ? —Prof. Gurlach, of 
Berlin, has made an elaborate experimental research on this question. The 
method employed by him was to introduce into the stomach of the animal one 
or two doses of tubercular matter. The effects, if any, were observed; and 
if the animal did not die from these, it was killed some weeks or months after 
the administration of the substance, and a post-mortem examination was made. 
The weak point of the paper appears to be that no details are given as to the 
hygienic conditions under which the animals lived while under observation. 
It is well known that tubercular formations are very common among domestic 
animals kept in close confinement. So great is the importance of the inquiry, 
not only from a hygienic point of view, but also as relating to the etiology of 
tubercle, and its transmissibility in the human race, as to render a repetition 
of these experiments desirable. The conclusions arrived at by Professor 
Gerlach may be summarized as follows :— 

1. There is a specific virulent material in tubercle, and many of the symp¬ 
toms of tubercular disease are due to the absorption of this virus. 

2. This virus exists in tubercle in all its stages, but apparently in, greater 
intensity in cheesy masses. It is found in recently formed tubercle, and in 
miliary tubercle. 

3. The infection begins first in the mucous membrane of the mouth, and if 
the tubercular matter be in contact a sufficient length of time with the mucous 
membrane of the alimentary canal, it may communicate the disease to the 
whole lymphatic system. 

4. While tubercular disease has special characters in different animals, all 
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tubercular matter, when introduced into the alimentary canal from one species 
to another, is more or less virulent. 

5. The tubercular matter of birds, especially that of the common hen, is very 
virulent, and is identical in its action with that of mammalia. 

6. The fibrous tubercle of horses, without a trace of cheesy formation, is 
just as infectious as the miliary tubercle of cattle. 

7. The flesh of tubercular animals is also infectious, though in a much less 
degree than tubercle itself. 

8. Tubercular material cooked for a quarter to half an hour, is still infectious, 
though in a much less degree than that not cooked. 

9. The effects of poisoning by tubercular matter taken into the alimentary 
canal are irritation of the mucous membrane both of the alimentary and re¬ 
spiratory tracts, enlargement and tenderness of the lymphatic glands, enlarge¬ 
ment of the bronchial glands, and the formation of tubercle in the lungs and 
other organs. 

Gerlach used in these experiments sheep, wethers, lambs, swine, sucking 
pigs, heifers, calves, a horse, rabbits, dogs, guinea-pigs, an ass, goats, and 
pigeons.— Edinburgh Med. Journ., Oct. 1875. from Arcliiv fur Wissenschoft- 
liche und pratische Theirlieiikunde, Bd i. Ht. 1. 

28. Ergot in Haemoptysis. —Dr. Jas. M. Williamson states ( Lancet , Nov. 
13th, 1875) that he has administered ergot in fifty cases of hemoptysis occur¬ 
ring in different stages of phthisis. The amount of hemorrhage varied from 
abundant bright streaks on the sputa to the expectoration of several ounces 
of blood. As the cases all occurred in hospital practice, very little time was 
lost between the advent of the haemoptysis and the exhibition of the remedy. 
The ergot was invariably given by the mouth and in the form of the liquid 
extract. Much has been said about the success of the subcutaneous injection 
of ergotin and its superiority to this plan, but since there was no difficulty in 
any of the cases in administering a draught, and as the drug acted in most 
instances with a promptitude which was sufficiently satisfactory, the hypodermic 
method was not employed. Forty-minim doses of the liquid extract may be 
given twice withiu the first hour, and, guided by the results, at least every two 
hours afterwards, the dose being diminished and given less frequently as the 
hemorrhage subsides. He has never observed any disagreeable effect follow, 
even upon the administration of large quantities within short periods, but, 
as a general rule, if four or five full doses make no distinct impression upon 
the hemorrhage, the remedy should be abandoned for another. Care should be 
taken to use a fresh and sound preparation of the ergot. 

Out of the 50 cases, the drug rapidly checked all bleeding in 44 instances. Of 
these, 16 were women and 28 men. and in at least one-fourth of the number the 
haemoptysis merited the term profuse. In 40 of the 44 cases it was the first 
and only remedy given ; in 2 others it was successful after a mixture containing 
gallic acid, alum, and dilute sulphuric acid failed ; in another it was effectual 
after acetate of lead with opium proved useless; while in the remaining in¬ 
stance it repressed the bleeding after both of these plans were unavailing. 
The ergot was ineffectual in 6 cases. 

In three of the cases of failure gallic acid equally failed. Over gallic acid 
ergot has the distinct advantages of never causing griping or constipation, 
and more especially of not interferring with a liberal use of milk. The larger 
proportion—equivalent to 88 per cent.—of the cases in which ergot succeeded, 
not only testifies to its great value and claims for it our confidence, but also 
strongly justifies the recommendation that it should be the first drug tried in 
all cases of hemoptysis. 

29. Contracted Pupil in Heart Disease. —Prof. Giovanni has studied with 
care three cases of advanced organic heart disease accompanied with bilateral 
myosis, from which he draws some interesting conclusions. All three were 
accompanied by severe dyspnoea, continuous or recurrent. One was a case of 
mitral narrowing und insufficiency ; the second, a case of aortic narrowing, with 
valvular insufficiency; the third, aortic narrowing, with mitral insufficiency. 
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